
While some global  

steelmaking coal basins 

produce for domestic 

markets only or are in 

regions that make export 

difficult, the metallurgic 

coal resources in Alberta 

are well-positioned 

geographically for export.

STEELMAKING COAL:  
AN IMPORTANT RESOURCE 
FOR STRONG ECONOMIES

Almost everything that makes modern life possible uses 

steel components – and that means using steelmaking 

coal to produce them. This rare but incredibly important 

resource is only found in a few places worldwide, and it 

plays a vital role in the growth of global economies.

Global demand for steel, and the coal needed to make 

it, is growing to support strong and emerging economies. 

By 2050, global steel use is expected to increase by 

20% to meet the needs of our growing population.3 While 

recycled steel is becoming more common globally – over 

630 million tonnes are recycled annually3 – there is not 

enough recycled steel to meet growing demand. Alternative 
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DEMAND IS ON THE RISE
 
Nearly all new steel is produced using iron ore and 

steelmaking coal (also called metallurgical coal, met coal, 

or coking coal). Steelmaking coal has special qualities that 

make it ideal for heating to produce coke, which is then 

used in a blast furnace, along with other metals, to make 

steel. Because of its high quality and unique properties, 

this coal is a scarce resource in the world.

 

 technology, such as hydrogen and electric arc furnaces, are 

being explored to reduce the use of coal in the steelmaking 

process, however, there is currently no technology to make 

steel at scale without it. Now more than ever, it is important 

to find sustainable, scalable solutions to meet this demand 

for steelmaking coal in an economically, socially, and 

environmentally responsible way.



Cabin Ridge Project Limited is a privately-owned  
Alberta Corporation currently exploring  
steelmaking coal opportunities in Alberta. 
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MADE IN ALBERTA,  

BUT CHANGING THE WORLD

Steel is strong, durable, and essential for buildings and 

infrastructure, vehicles, appliances, and metal products. 

Approximately 770 kilograms of steelmaking coal is  

required to produce one tonne of steel. That translates to:

Canada is the world’s third largest exporter of  

metallurgical coal, after Australia and the United States.4 

While some global steelmaking coal basins produce for 

domestic markets only or are in regions that make  

export difficult, the metallurgic coal resources in Alberta 

are well-positioned geographically for export. 

At Cabin Ridge, we believe that this presents a  

unique opportunity to expand Alberta’s reputation,  

explore its economic potential, and provide the world 

with a critical resource. 

From innovations in design to the development of new 

high-strength steels, steel has a critical role to play in our 

society, helping to shape green energy infrastructure and 

products as the world transitions to a low-carbon economy.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

107 tonnes of steel coal is required to  

make the average wind turbine. 

TRANSPORTATION

On average, 700 kg of steel is used 

per vehicle.  

PERSONAL RECREATION

Approx. 1.1 kilograms of steelmaking coal 

is needed to build an average bicycle frame.
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https://www.iea.org/reports/coal-2020/trade
https://www.woodmac.com/store/commodity/coal/
https://www.minescanada.ca/en/content/tale-two-coals 
https://www.worldsteel.org/about-steel/steel-facts.html

